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Oct. 6: A high-level diplomat at the United Nations told reporters from Agence France-Presse that
the UN was attempting to convince the Salvadoran government to agree to an extension of the
Oct. 31 deadline for full compliance with the peace accords. "The idea of making the dates more
flexible is becoming widely accepted," said the diplomat. The diplomat also reported that the UN
had contacted officials at the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), the World Bank, and from several governments, in an effort to raise emergency funds
which would allow the Salvadoran government to purchase lands for distribution to demobilized
combatants of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). The Oct. 31 deadline has
been tacitly rejected as unrealistic by the FMLN, by numerous Salvadoran groups, including
much of the political opposition, and by foreign observers of the peace process. The FMLN
suspended further demobilization of its forces last week due to government noncompliance with its
commitment to provide lands to demobilized rebels. The government, while insisting vehemently
that the Oct. 31 deadline be respected, has claimed that it needs between US$30 million and US
$35 million in international assistance in order to purchase land for distribution. A team of Spanish
military officials, headed by Defense Minister Julian Garcia Vargas, completed a three-day visit to
El Salvador to conduct on-site inspection on the performance of Spanish personnel participating
in the UN observer mission (ONUSAL). The Spanish contingent in ONUSAL includes 122 army
officers and about 100 soldiers from Spain's National Police and Civil Guard. This is the largest
national contingent in the multinational observer effort. During his visit, Vargas met with senior
government, army, and FMLN officials. During a San Salvador press conference, Vargas said he
had proposed to Salvadoran Defense Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce that the Spanish armed
forces provide assistance in modernization efforts for the Salvadoran army. He said such assistance
would include training in Spain for new members of the army high command. Oct. 7: Rebel leader
Francisco Jovel told reporters the FMLN general command had asked Defense Minister Vargas
during his visit to extend Spain's participation in ONUSAL beyond Oct. 31, because even after
the cease fire process is completed, "there will be other aspects of the peace accords that must be
verified by the international community," including political commitments regarding the 1994
national elections. According to Jovel, "those elections are supposed to come after modifications in
the laws and at least two years of peaceful coexistence in the country. The elections will be crucial in
assuring that the peace process becomes irreversible, although we face the Latin American reality
in which history tends to conspire against the best of intentions." In early morning statements
made to reporters moments before departing for Spain, Vargas said his government would be
willing to extend the Spanish contingent's stay in El Salvador once the UN formally makes such
a request. Patricia Valdes, spokesperson in El Salvador for the International Truth Commission
(Comision Internacional de la Verdad), told reporters that on Oct. 31, the commission will formally
conclude the process of collecting testimonies from victims of major human rights violations
committed during the 12-year war. The commission began collecting testimonies July 13 and is
scheduled to present its final report to the UN in mid-January 1993. Judge Federico Portillo of San
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Francisco Gotera, capital of Morazan department, announced that a team of pathologists from
the US, Argentina and Chile had arrived in the country and would begin exhuming the remains
of over 1,000 campesinos killed by army troops in the 1981 El Mozote massacre. The elite Atlacatl
counterinsurgency battalion, slated for demobilization under terms of the peace accords, has been
accused of perpetrating the massacre. Portillo said he believed he knew which of the Atlacatl
military officers were responsible for the massacre, but that "one cannot be absolutely certain."
Oct. 8: In statements broadcast on a local radio station, ONUSAL spokesperson in San Salvador
Mario Zamorano said "everyone knows that the most complex problem in the peace process is
the land issue," and that both the government and the FMLN are "awaiting word" from the UN
on its proposal on how to resolve the issue. Zamorano said UN Secretary General Butros Butros
Ghali would soon present to the two sides "some informal ideas" on how to proceed on the basis
of a report drawn up by UN special envoy Marrack Goulding and of consultations already held
with land tenure experts from the IMF and the World Bank. According to Zamorano, after the
government and the FMLN respond to these informal ideas, Butros Ghali will submit a report to
the UN Security Council on the issue. Deputy defense minister Gen. Orlando Zepeda said the army
"is willing" to comply with the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Commission regarding purges
in the armed forces. He said "we hope the commission has acted rationally and with justice." He
added that president Alfredo Cristiani "has the last word in the matter" and "we expect he will
make the right decisions." Oct. 9: Director of the armed forces press office (Comite de Prensa de la
Fuerza Armada, COPREFA) reported that the army has submitted a list to the Truth Commission
of 327 instances in which the guerrillas violated human rights, including the assassination of 30
mayors and an undisclosed number of kidnappings. Among those singled out in the armed forces
report are FMLN general command members Shafick Handal, Joaquin Villalobos, Leonel Gonzales,
Ferman Cienfuegos and Francisco Jovel, as well as 25 other high-level FMLN commanders. FMLN
leader Salvador Samayoa described the report as "a defensive measure" carried out by an institution
"accused by the entire society of sowing repression for many years." Another FMLN leader, Gerson
Martinez, said the report was "a dabble in psychological warfare...a last gasp from those who have
gone unpunished" in the face of imminent purges in the army. Authorities from the National
University of El Salvador (Universidad Nacional de El Salvador, UNES) presented a list to the
commission on human rights violations of university faculty, staff, and students by members of
the armed forces. The list documents the cases of 25 assassinations, 40 disappearances, and 150
instances of illegal detention and torture. In a Mexico City press conference, Juan Mateau, director
of the institute of legal medicine of the Salvadoran Supreme Court, asserted that the Salvadoran
government is willing to participate along with international teams in the exhumation of corpses in
El Mozote. He said that previous government exhumations have failed to turn up any "convincing
evidence," adding that "we were unable to come up with testimony from anyone who had seen
any shootings," although "we did discover bones and skulls." He added that it was probable the
teams might find corpses of people between 20 and 30 years old, but that these would probably turn
out to be members of the guerrillas or the armed forces who fell in battle, since the area where the
exhumations will be conducted was a war zone. Mateau likened the planned exhumations to similar
exhumations in Argentina, where human rights activists had been searching for 700 bodies but only
found the remains of 70 people. Oct. 10: Thousands of FMLN members and followers celebrated the
12th anniversary of the founding of the Front with marches and rallies in San Salvador and other
locations throughout the country. Principal theme for the celebrations was transformation of the
FMLN into "a new political option" for El Salvador. Parallel to the FMLN celebrations, the ruling
Nationalist Republican Alliance (Alianza Republicana Nacionalista, ARENA) celebrated the 11th
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anniversary of its founding. The main commemoration event was held at an exclusive San Salvador
restaurant. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 10/06-09/92; Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service, 10/06-09/92, 10/13/92)
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